


Exercise  

You are the acting Director of Newchester Art Gallery. 

The national Museums Association has objected to the sale by 
the Council. 

Make the case for the sale of the Leonardo painting.

October 18

COUNCIL TO SELL 
LEONARDO HORSE 
MASTERPIECE?
Family vows to fi ght on
 
In the latest twist to the saga of the lost 
masterpiece by Leonardo da Vinci, Newchester 
Council offi cials have had the painting valued 
and sources say that the painting will be put 
up for sale in what is likely to trigger  “a frenzy” 
among collectors according to local expert 
Alfred Bullock. 
 

“This could break the world record” said Mr 
Bullock, 68. Earlier this year a painting by 
Vincent van Gogh fetched $180million in a 
New York sale, and the Chronicle has been 
told that the Leonardo painting could exceed 
that price.
 
Edward Spindly-Finnigan, a member of the 
Duke of Lambton’s family who are claiming 
that the painting belongs to them said: “My 
family isn’t interested in the value of the 
painting. We just want justice and we are not 
going to take this lying down.”
 
Sources claim that the Council wants to sell 
the painting so that it can plug a £30milliion 
defi cit in its budget.
 
Edna Bullock, a pensioner from Bewick, found 
the painting hidden in the cellar at the gallery 
last July. She has since died.
 
No-one was available for comment from the 
City Council.

 

January 12

‘DEAD HORSE’ SALE TO 
BUILD NEW GALLERY
New masterpieces lined up says council
 
Newchester City Council will sell the painting 
by Leonardo da Vinci which was found in the 
city’s art gallery cellar last year by retired 
hospital cleaner Edna Lumpworthy.
 
The painting is believed to be worth in excess 
of £80 million and goes up for auction in 
London later this year.
 
Council Leader Ruby Batty said: “This is a 
windfall which will benefi t all local people. It 
will help us improve council services across 
the board and with a lower council tax than 
last year. And we intend to build a brand new 
art gallery to house the city’s art collections, 
and to make available to the acting Director 
of the art gallery a signifi cant sum so that she 
is able to enhance our collections. Everyone 
wins.”
 
A claim by the family of the Duke of Seaham, 
who originally owned the painting, was 
dismissed by lawyers last month, clearing the 
way for the sale.
 
Art Gallery Director Maurice Ailment resigned 
over the affair last November, claiming that he 
had been pressured by the council to support 
the sale, and it is believed he is making a claim 
for constructive dismissal. He was unavailable 
for comment last night.
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