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Abstract
This paper represents the special exhibitions, symposiums, and publishing works which were

organized by museums in Korea from 2000 to 2006. It also shows recent trends and new

museums in Korea for the future. In the beginning of the 21st Century, Korean museums faced

up to the importance of developing international relationships among the museums in the world.

The number of corporate exhibitions increased and travel exhibits were extended to Japan,

China, Vietnam, the U.S.A., and Australia. In addition, international symposiums to discuss

museum issues such as ICOM 2004 General Assembly in Seoul have been held successfully.

This paper features recent activities of Korean Museums and forecasts their future through the

new national museum in Yong-san 1 and its new director. 
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The term Museum in this paper is only

applied to art and history museums, and

museums of science or agriculture, excluding

botanical gardens or zoos.

The number of museums in Korea which is

only 428 as of 2006 seems few regarding the

number of higher educational institutes and

growth national products in the country. Yet,

new and specif ic museums are being

prepared so that the number of museums will

grow in the near future.

1. The New National Museum of Korea 
National museum of Korea was reopened

at Yong-san, Seoul in Oct. 2005. It is built on

the ground-300, 000 sq meters and consisted

on 6 floors, 404m x 150m and basement for

parking lot which includes exhibition space -

24,600 sq meters (Halls of History,

Archaeology, Donated art, Oriental Art 1 & 2)

and other exhibition spaces - Children's

Museum and Special Exhibition are provided.

Mobile Devices - PDA and MP3 Player are

served on request. 

Additionally theater (800 seats),

restaurants, cafeterias, and museum shops

are on site. 

Dr. Kim, Hong Nam 2, the former director

of National Folk Museum, was appointed for

its new director in August, 2006.

Subsequently Dr. Shin, Kwang up, the former

curator of National museum of Korea, was

assigned to the director of National Folk

Museum. 

2. International collaboration with
foreign museums in travel exhibitions  

Museums in Korea have given great

impetus to international exchanging of

information, cultural relics, books and

professionals.

The following tables are representing the

exhibitions organized by the National

Museum of Korea, the National Folk

Museum, and the Kyung-gi 3 Province

Museum from 2000 to 2006. 

3. International academic activities in
Korean museums 

At first, ICOM General Assembly 2004 was

held in Seoul from Oct. 3rd to 11th. It was

finished successfully as the first ICOM

meeting, which is opened in Asia. Later

International Journal of Intangible Heritage

(IJIH) was founded in 2006 with collaboration

of ICOM. 

Secondly symposiums at National Folk

Museum were held with two theme The

History and Living of Korean Migrants (Mar.

10, 2005) and Ethnology of Japan (Sept. 27,

2005). 

Thirdly International Symposium for the

Protection of Cultural Heritage and

Preparations for the Museum Disaster

organized by ICOM- Korea was held at

National Folk Museum on June 23rd, 2006.

Major activities of museums in Korea from 2000 to 2006

Exhibitions organized by National Museums of Korea (2000~2006)

erutaN srebmuN noitarepO skrameR

smuesuMlanoitaN 23 tnemnrevoGlartneC

smuesuMetatS 17 stnemnrevoGlacoL

smuesuMetavirP 222 smrifetavirP,laudividnI deretsigernu%01

smuesuMytisrevinU 301 seitisrevinUetavirP,etatS,lanoitaN

latoT 824
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Exhibitions organized by National Museums of Korea (2000~2006)

seltiT setaD secalP

ytsanyDnusohCfosnialecroPfoseceiPretsaM 31.3.1002~8.6.0002 ailartsuA,dnalsneeuQfomuesuMtrA

aissuRfotrAdnagniviLfosraeY0001 82.1.1002~71.01.0002 uj-gnawK 4 muesuMlanoitaN

scimareChcnerFfoseceiPretsaM 01.1.1002~12.01.0002 aeroKfomuesuMlanoitaN

iraSfotrA 5 feileB 2.9~41.7.1002 napaJ,muesuMaraN

erutluCdnayrotsiH,serutluCdooFdnaslavitseF
ecnivorPallohCnrehtuoSdnaujgnawKfo

52.11~91.01.1002 muesuMeltsaCayogaN

noitisnarTstIdnanoisavnIlognoM 9.21~3.11.1002 napaJ,muesuMytiCakoukuF

aeroKfoserusaerT 01.8~22.2.2002 napaJ,muesuMoykoT,muesuMyrotsiHakasO

ailognoMniyevruSlacigoloeahcrAfosraeY5 91.5~32.4.2002 aeroKfomuesuMlanoitaN

seceiPretsaMesenapaJfonoitibihxE 41.7~41.5.2002 aeroKfomuesuMlanoitaN

trAnaeroKfonoitibihxE 52.01.6002~62.01.2002 muesuMhsitirBehT

-trAnredoMesenapaJfonoitibihxElaicepSA
aeroKfomuesuMlanoitaNfosnoitcelloC

6.21~3.4.3002
dnatrAnredoMfomuesuMlanoitaNotoyK

napaJ,ytisrevinUtrAoykoTfomuesuM

snaisAfostraeH/snaisAfogniviL 71.8~22.7.3002 aeroKfomuesuMlanoitaN

gnitfirDaeSfoyrotsiH 21.01~8.8.3002 uj-eJ 6 muesuMlanoitaN

tnemnethgilnEfodoirePA-ytsanyDoyroK 5.2.4002~81.9.3002 .A.S.U,ocsicnarFnaS,trAlatneirOfomuesuM

seznorBgniviveR 6.21~52.9.3002 napaJ,muesuMyrotsiHakasO

seituaeBdnaseuqinhceT-stonK 6.21~52.11.4002 napaJ,muesuMyrotsiHakasO

llehShguorhttrAtneicnAfoyrevocsideR
aeroKdnaawanikOmorfstcudorP

72.11~01.01.5002 muesuMlanoitaNujeJ

-evoLfoyretsyMdnamaerDrofgnihcraeS
aidnIfosgnitniaPetuniM

02.11~81.01.5002 nohc-noohC 7 muesuMlanoitaN

yb,trAtnirPfonoitibihxEnA-aisAfosruoloC
teluocaJluaP

4.6~12.4.6002 aeroKfomuesuMlanoitaN

Exhibitions organized by the National Folk Museum (2000~2006)

seltiT setaD secalP

semutsoCnaeroKfoselimSdnaseniL 13.01~71.01.0002 manteiVfomuesuMtrA

ocixeMfotrAreuqcaLevitaN 51.1.1002~31.21.0002 aeroKfomuesuMkloFlanoitaN

trAnaeroKotnoitativnI 41.21~51.6.1002 aissuRtsaEniseiticrehto6dnakotsovidalV

ytsanyDnusohCfotrA 91.5.2002~41.7.1002 napaJniseiticrehto3dnaodiakkoH

napaJfotrAgniviL 6.5~02.2.2002 muesuMkloFlanoitaN

emutsoCnaeroKfoyrotsiH 1.2.4002~1.11.3002 AL,muesuMaisAcificaP

napaJ&aeroKfotrAgniviL
6.5~02.2.2002

61.7~12.3.2002
aeroK,muesuMkloFlanoitaN
akasO,ygolonhtEfomuesuM

Exhibitions organized by Kyung-gi Province Museum (2000~2006)

seltiT setaD secalP

scimareCesenihC 51.21~61.01.0002 muesuMecnivorPig-gnuyK

sraeY005ssalGnaeporuE 82.01~81.8.1002 muesuMecnivorPig-gnuyK

puCdlroWAFIF2002roftibihxElaicepS 4.8~42.5.2002 muesuMecnivorPig-gnuyK

snoitcelloCotohPs'nidnarFetyloppiH:eeroC 2.3.3002~42.21.2002 muesuMecnivorPig-gnuyK

nerdlihCrofnoitibihxE:ossaciPdnaessitaM 81.2~7.1.5002 muesuMecnivorPig-gnuyK

anihC,nannuYnielpoePfoerutluC 11.21~91.01.5002 muesuMecnivorPig-gnuyK
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4. Others
Visual Artist Paik Nam Joon's Memorial

Museum is due to be completed 2008 near

Kyung-gi Province Museum. 

According to the Museum Act in Korea, all

the registered museums are expected to get

financial support from the government only

when a museum can fulfill the basic

conditions which Korean Museum

Association defines. That is in a museum

there should be a decent space of exhibition

halls, laboratories. And also qualified curators

depending on functions of the museum are

essential.

5. Conclusion
Through domestic and international

cultural activities, museums and the Ministry

of Culture and Public in Korea have learned

much and also propagated the Korean

culture. There are more and more exhibitions

of collections imported from foreign countries

and the Korean collections are having more

chances to be exported abroad for exhibitions

too. Most museologists compare the amount

of museums to the Gross National Product,

and the outcome ratio in Korea is still far from

good. Many private museums are near closed

because of the finance.

International exchanges between

museums not only improve the national

cultural life but also propagate the national

culture. And we can hope to achieve world

peace by gaining more understanding to each

other. And we museum profession do have a

great responsibility to this.
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